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So far I have been touching only on slight errors
in the recognition of that identical self which is repre-
sented as persisting through all the fluctuations of
conscious life. Other and grosser illusions connected
with personal identity are also found to be closely
related to defects or disturbances of the ordinary
mnemonic process, and so can be best treated here.
In order to understand these, we must inquire a little
into the nature of our idea and consciousness of a per-
sistent self. Here; again, I would remind the reader that
I am treating the point only so far as it can be treated
scientifically or empirically, that is to say, by examin-
ing what concrete facts or data of experience are
taken up into the idea of self. I do not wish to fore-
close the philosophic question whether anything more
than this empirical content is involved in the con-
ception.

My idea of myself as persisting appears to be
built up of certain similarities in the succession of niy
experiences. Thus, my permanent self consists, on the
bodily side, of a continually renewable perception of
my own organism, which perception is mainly visual
and tactual, and which remains pretty constant
within certain limits of time. With this objective
similarity is closely conjoined a subjective similarity.
Thus, the same sensibilities continue to characterize
the various parts of my organism. Similarly, there arc
the higher intellectual, emotional, and moral peculiari-
ties and dispositions. My idea of my persistent self is
essentially a collective image representing a relatively
unchanging material object, endowed with unchanging
sensibilities and forming a kind of support for per*
manent higher mental attributes.